
 
Partnership for a Healthy Durham 

Access to Care Committee 

March 13, 2025 - 9:00 a.m.-10:00 a.m. @ Zoom/Virtual 
 

AGENDA 
Facilitators: Edeia Lynch and Angel Romero Ruiz 

Access to Care: This committee’s activities include advocating for changes that will affect health care coverage for residents across all 
ages and developing community and agency-based strategies to make measurable improvements in access to care for the uninsured and 
underinsured residents of Durham. 
 
 

 
 

Present: Angel Romero, Bria Miller, Eboni Quick, Elizabeth Brill, Sierra Elrahal, Kina Edwards, Valarie Jarrett (Duke Health), Tinesha Smith 

Time Project/Topic/Goal Major Discussion 
Points 

Recommendations & 
Action Steps 

  Welcome and introductions. 
 
Icebreaker: What is your favorite outdoor activity? 

  

 Partnership Announcement: 
 
March Madness Wellness Challenge 
Share widely! Both teams and individuals can sign up, starting date next 
Tuesday 
https://healthydurham.org/blog/march-3-2025  
 

  

 The meeting minutes were approved.   

 The Community Health Improvement Plan (CHIP) priority for Quarter 3 is to 
recruit existing mobile units to participate in outreach events. The goal is to 
ensure that distributed materials and shared information effectively connect 
patients to appropriate community resources. 
Members of the Access to Care workgroup compiled an initial list of mobile units 
currently operating in the area. This list was reviewed during the meeting, and 
participants were invited to add any additional units. The compiled list includes: 

• NC MedAssist 
• El Centro Hispano Ventanilla de Salud 
• Duke Eye Center 

  

https://healthydurham.org/blog/march-3-2025


• UNC Health on Wheels 
• Community Health Lab 
• Durham County Department of Public Health Mobile Unit 
• NC Navigator Consortium 
• AmeriHealth Caritas 
• Duke Health – Utilizes mobile units in crisis situations. For emergency 

preparedness coordination, contact James Marsee 
(james.marsee.ii@duke.edu) or David Marsee. 

• Local Police Departments – Some departments have mobile units that 
may be available for collaboration. 

Agenda Item: SOAR Worker Advocacy 
The group also discussed the importance of advocating for more organizations to 
employ SOAR (SSI/SSDI Outreach, Access, and Recovery) workers. Members 
agreed to collaborate with the Mental Health/Health and Housing Committees to 
support this objective. 
 

 CHW Networking Event Update 
Duke Health will sponsor this year’s Community Health Worker (CHW) 
Networking Event. In a shift from previous years, the event will no longer be part 
of one large health summit. Instead, a series of mini summits will be held. The 
CHW Networking Event itself will span two days: 

• Day 1 will focus on training sessions. 
• Day 2 will be dedicated to networking opportunities. 

Additional related events on the calendar include: 
• A Health and Housing Summit 
• A Food Tour 
• A Youth Mental Health Summit in Wake County 

NC Navigator Consortium Update 
At this time, it is unclear what funding allocation the NC Navigator Consortium 
will receive. There have not been any layoffs, and funding details are expected to 
be clarified in the coming weeks. The current grant is active through August 26. 
The Affordable Care Act (ACA) is operating as usual for now; however, there is 
concern that potential budget cuts could reduce the size of the team. The 
committee discussed the opportunity to advocate for continued support of the NC 
Navigator Consortium’s work, particularly by sharing patient impact stories to 
highlight its value. 
The NC Navigator Consortium is also hosting a Medicaid Expansion and 
ACA 15th Anniversary Celebration on March 24. All are invited, with the goal 
of engaging potential funders. 
Medicaid Update – Healthy Opportunities Pilot 
The Healthy Opportunities program was scheduled to expand statewide, 
including the Triangle region. In this area, Seven Cs will serve as the network 
lead. However, the expansion is currently dependent on legislative funding, and 
there is uncertainty regarding whether the necessary support will be approved. 

  



Under this program, community-based organizations (CBOs) providing 
services in specific domains would be reimbursed through Medicaid. These 
domains include: 

• Food 
• Housing, including home repairs 
• Transportation 
• Interpersonal violence prevention and support 

Organizations offering these services would be able to bill Medicaid and receive 
reimbursement once funding is secured. 
 

 Adjourn   

 
Next meeting: TBA  
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